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PREFACE

This manual is concerned with data base management and its use as a

tool in software development. Many experts have predicted that two

innovations will dominate the computing scene in the 1980"s. The

first innovation is in the area of computer hardware with the

development of the micro—computers (computer on a chip). The second,

a software advance, is the use of highly sophiu'ticated data base

management techniques to control complex data structures. These two

innovations are combined together in the Micro Data Base Systems"

sophisticated Data Base Management System. We believe that data base

management systems (DBMS) with their capability oÍ" supporting

selective retrieval to "what if" type inquiries and their ability to

support restructuring as the nature OÍ" the demeznds change, will become

the focal software in miero"s as they are already in mini— and maxi—

computers. The micro—computer, with its fantastic computing power on

a per—dollar basis, combined with a powerful data base management

system, will be a Í"ormidable tool tor managing enterprises oí" all
types.

The purpose of this user"s manual is twofold. First there is

introductory material to the area of data base management. Since this
is such a vast and important area we really can"t do complete justice

to this topic and suitable references are:
1. Haseman. W.D. and A.B. Whinston, Introduction to Data

Management, Richard D. Irwin. Inc., Homewood, IL, 1977.

2. Martin, J., Computer Data—Base Organization, Prentice Hall,

Englewood ClifYs, NJ, 1975.

© COPYRIGHT 1979, 1980, Micro Data Base Systems, Inc. 2
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3. Holsapple, C., Primer on Data Base Management, MDBS Inc., Box

248, Laf"ayette, IN, 1979.

The second goal of this manual is to give a detailed guided tour

through the use of MDBS.DDL and MDBS.DMS. Here our aim is to be as

complete and as comprehensive as possible.

Finally, we request comments from our readers as to how successf"ul,

in their view, we have been in achieving these goals. I-lave you been

able to follow our description of" how MDBS.DDL and MDBS.DMS should be

used and actually have you achieved the expected results? Or have

there been points where the steps were unclear or ambiguous? We plan

to incorporate these suggestioris in Í"uture versions to finally achieve

a manual that is a fit companion to what we reel is a remarkable and

truly innovative software product in the micro-·eomputer area.
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