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decided on a proprietary network
instead of Ethernet or other
commercially available networks to
assure easy installation. Apple Net
is a 1M-bit-per-sec. baseband sys-
tem that uses carrier-sense, multi-
ple-access with collision detection
techniques similar to and, Smith
says, “very compatible” with the
Xerox Ethernet scheme. He says an
Ethernet interface is under devel-
opment. Apple Net has a practical
limitation of 128 nodes, but is
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optimized for work groups in the
four- to 20-node range, he adds.

He says Apple Net connections—
using one of three available card
slots in the Lisa cabinet—are
expected to retail for $500 per
terminal. The principal applications
for the network are peripheral
sharing and data exchange. Apple
Net is expected to support Apple 11
and II connections as well, but
plans for those products are not
complete.

For communicating with corpo-
rate data-processing installations,
Apple offers LisaTerm at introduc-
tion. Priced in the $300 to $500
range, the package emulates stan-
dard Teletype and Digital Equip-
ment Corp. VvT52 and VT100
protocols. Packages for IBM 2780/
3780, 8270 bisynchronous and 3270
SNA protocols are expected to follow
within a year. —Geoff Lewis
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