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Games and Puzzles for Nimble Minds - and Computers 

It is fun to use one's mind, and it is fun to use the 
artificial mind of a computer. We publish here a variety 
of puzzles and problems, related in one way or another 
to computer game playing and computer puzzle solving, 

NAYMANDIJ 

In this kind of puzzle an array of random or pseudoran­
dom digits ("produced by Nature") has been subjected to a 
"definite systematic operation" ("chosen by Nature"). The 
problem ("which Man is faced with") is to figure out what 
was Nature's operation. 

A "definite systematic operation" meets the following 
requirements: the operation must be performed on all the 
digits of a definite class which can be designated; the result 
must display some kind of evident, systematic, rational 
order and completely remove some kind of randomness; the 
operation must be expressible in not more than four English 
words. (But Man can use more words to express the solu­
tion and still win.) 

NAMYMANDIJ 8101 

5 5 9 0 5 8 0 7 1 1 8 2 2 3 7 7 7 2 1 3 

3 2 8 4 5 8 9 8 4 1 3 1 4 7 8 6 3 9 2 

7 6 6 9 5 6 8 9 6 3 8 2 3 4 2 7 4 9 4 5 

8 9 4 2 9 9 8 7 7 4 8 8 3 8 7 8 6 3 2 5 

0 3 9 8 6 0 7 9 3 5 9 4 8 0 9 0 4 5 6 

4 2 5 3 4 3 0 8 3 5 4 0 9 3 5 6 7 7 2 8 

8 6 1 9 8 5 9 8 6 3 7 6 6 0 4 0 7 0 0 3 

5 2 7 7 0 2 0 9 9 2 9 1 5 2 1 6 3 1 8 7 

4 4 1 0 0 1 8 7 9 7 2 4 5 9 4 9 1 3 9 5 

4 8 0 1 8 9 1 7 5 1 0 4 4 6 2 8 7 4 7 7 

MAXIMDIJ 

In this kind of puzzle, a maxim (common saying, proverb, 
some good advice, etc.) using 14 or fewer different letters 
is enciphered (using a simple substitution cipher) into the 
I 0 decimal digits or equivalent signs, plus a few more signs. 
To compress any extra letters into the set of signs, the en­
cipherer may use puns, minor misspellings, equivalents (like 
CS or KS for X), etc. But the spaces between words 
are kept. 

MAXIMDIJ 8101 
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Neil Macdonald 
Assistant Editor 

or to programming a computer to understand and use 
free and unconstrained natural language. 

We hope these puzzles will entertain and challenge 
the readers of Computers and People. 

NUMB LES 

A "numble" is an arithmetical problem in which: digits 
have been replaced by capital letters; and there are two 
messages, one which can be read right away, and a second 
one in the digit cipher. The problem is to solve for the 
digits. Each capital letter in the arithmetical problem 
stands for just one digit 0 to 9. A digit may be repre­
sented by more than one Jetter. The second message, ex­
expressed in numerical digits, is to be translated (using 
the same key) into letters so that it may be read; but 
the spelling may use puns, or deliberate (but evident) 
misspellings, or may be otherwise irregular, to discour­
age cryptanalytic methods of deciphering. 

NUMBLE 8101 

C L 0 s E D 

* F s T 

E s G y F y 0 

D T c Y 0 D L 

F F E s G F c 
L G D D S E G=O 

L c D L C y s F F 0 

00453 88603 42414 

We invite our readers to send us solutions. Usually 
the (or "a") solution is published in the next issue. 

SOLUTIONS 

NAYMANDIJ 8011: Col. 17: one seventh. 
MAXIMDIJ 8011: To be young, never talk of the past. 
NUMB LE 8011: One dog can't fight. 

Our thanks to the following people for sending us 
solutions: Daniel L. Hirst, Guelph, Ont., Canada -
Numble 8009; Helene Patry, Ottawa, Ont., Canada -
Numb le 8009; Dale Rosenberg, New York, NY -
Maximdij 8011; Steve Werdenschlag, Livingston, NJ -
Maximdij 8009, Numb le 8009, Maximdij 8011, Num­
b le 8011; Chick Daily, Austin, TX - Numble 8009. 
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The Frustrating World of Computers 

by Harry Nelson 
1135 Jonesport Ct. 
San Jose, CA 95131 
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SIR j T CAN GUA RANIEE:" !T WONT 1'1'\kE: 

\HAT MISTAKE AGAIN ----

No ?R06LE"M SIR i -f[-\E: COMPUTER -SIJST 

M!SPLAeEU AAK>THER MILLION-~ 

MAYSE: '{OU CAN EXfLA/N W/-\Y IT GAVE M€ 

-rn€ "e>ATT7NG Avf"RA6E"5 OF !HE: f'1A:SOR_ 

L€A<l:U~S Wl-tO,J :I A$l<ED IT FOR OUR SPARE" 

1>ARTS llJV€/\JTORY---

S'URE fT CA.N 11-tlfv'I< -- IT -n-+1A1Ks I'M 

STVPI \) AND .:I THIN!< ITS SWPID -
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